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School tries to ease
students’ transitions

MORTHAMFTON ~ “The
fransifion  was  psychological
end emotional, on top of educa-
tional, especially as a third prad-
er going inte an already
cohesive group,” sald Yaldira
Brown.

At their recent mid-vear par-
ent confevence. Brown and her
hushand, Michae], were pleased
to hear that their son, Ernesto, 9,
wias thriving. The Browns decid-
ed 1o transfer thedr son into the
third grade at Lander-
Grinspoon Academy on Pros-
pect Street here Jast fall for a
numbser of reasons, bul primar-
ly to ensure a safe learning envi-
ronment

Parents grapple with the tran-
sition gquestion for & numhber of
different reasons but Deb Ellis,
encther parent at the schoaol, is
the first to encourage others to
miake e leap when necessany

“It's a difficult decision to re-
miove your child from a socially
has]pp}' sinuation, But, academi-
cally, my son needed more chal-
lenges,” said Ellis, mother of
Mathan, a fourth-grader whao

made the transition in second
ade.

For the Ellis family, commut-
ing from their home in Hadley to
the school was also a consider-
able factor.

“after all the debating and
wondering what to do, in the
end, the reward is in my son's
suecess " said Ll

There are a nfimber of ssues
that prompt parents to consider
making a change in their chil-
dren's schooling, including the
need for increased academic
challenges, the emphasis on
testing in public schools, stu-
dents fesling overlooked in
large classrooms, and lack of at-
tention o individual strengths
and talents.

Thers are also many reasons
why parents considering a
change are hesitant to do so.

Marla Shelasky, admissions
director, said, “We are always
fielding guestions of cost, class
size and diversity. The most im-
En:‘tam step (o lake, when de-

ating whether or not to make a
change, is to simply cell, ask and
se for yourself, & 110 O

Submimed by Marla Shelasicr

Ernesto Brown, lefl, is pletured with friends Tev Bromberg Selizer, center, and David
Plotkin, all students &t Lander-Grinspoon Acodemy,

mitment in making a phone call,
but there are & lot of answers ™
Ernesto, along with his youn-
ger sister, a kindergarner, be-
gan at the school in September
and was immediately welcomed
inte his peer group, The school

also makes a point to welcome
new studsents beginning in the
summer, when current families
invite new families into thelr
homes to socialize in & relaxed
atmosphere. By the time stu-
dents arrive to school on the

first day, they already koo sew-
eral classmares

For information shout Land-
er-Grrinspoon Academy, the So-
lomon Schechier School of the
Pioneer Valley, contact Shelas-

ky, (419 584-6622,



