Academy’s pupils ready to ‘repair’ world

By KRISTINA TEDESCHI
Bilalt Writer

MORTHAMFTON — Sliedents at
the Lander Grinspoon Academy
are working hard toward a bright-
er and more pencehil workd

Toarmerly the Saloman Schech-
ter Day School, the seader
Wednesday celebrated its eigat
annual Tikkun Olam, or “repair-
ing the world” assembly, when
atudants at the school bald Famély
and friends fust how Lhey were
plannkng te die bt

Tamar  Fields, the school's
Judaic holiday coordinator and
argankzer of the Tiklun Olam as-
sembly, told the audienee that
helping others is "o of the most
important things you can do in
your life."

She also descnbed & song's
mianing Lt the children were
absput to perfarm in Hebrew:

“The lyrics expiain that it's mol
our job b fix all the problens in
the workl” Flelds said I[t's just
our job bo ko

Indeed, students at the achool
have many cpportunities fo iy
The school’s motbo is “learting
while learning o care,” and each
clags ab the achool which runs
from kndergarten through sixth
grade, picked an aren o focus
their effariz far the rest of the
gehool wearn

Hindergartners visited wilh
the elderly lazl week, singlng
and deing cralts with the resi-
dents at Ruth's House in Long
mieadow fo fulfill thelr Tikkun
Olam of communing with their
eliers

In the words of cne kindergast-
néer, "we cheered them up really
much.”

First graders decided lo use
eoins collected weekly ln thelr
classionty, meant for charily, to
purchase toys for sick children mn
lecal hospitals )

A Hrst-grader told e sudiences

that the class haz brought the
children balloons and fowers, and
donated books, art supplies and
toys, &nd made cards for them,

Hepand-graders are helplng the
homeless by selling bandmada
cards to raise maney for the Red
Cross disaster relief fund, while
third-graders are helping to feed
the hiungry by stariing a collection
of food for the Morthamplon Sur-
vivil Cenlar

“When we help the homeless”
cive third-grader said in front of
ihe packed consimen foom, Mwe
are helping the poorest people
slralghten up and feel better about
theamseles"

Earlier in her spaech, ahe said
heer clase was thankdul that they
were ghle to get up each moming
and straighten and stretch thelr
baidies,

Fourth-graders decided o raise
money for the care of animals
theough  Halfer  [nternational
which aims bo end hunger through
helping the poor become self-rei-
ant

GORDEN DARIELS
Kindergartners and first-graders sing “Act of Loving Kindness."
They are, from lefl, Hadas Bromberg Seltzer, Leah Barondes
and Caleb Staples,

“It's up to us to make sure ani-
mals have good lives,” a foirth
grader told the audence

Fiftl-graders will wvisit with
zenlor citiwens soveral limes at
Congregation B'nab [srael, while
gigih-graders will choose this
year's environmental progect dure
ing their annual week-long visil to
the Teva Learping Center in Falls
Village, Conn.

Guest speaker David Mazor of
Amberst, the execlive director
of “Feader to Header,” an organi-
gation that has donated a millien
books to poor schools in the coun-
iry, lold students that they are ca-
piabbe of preat change.

The idea to start “Header Lo
Beader" came lo kim, le sabd
at 3 am, one night after going
throwgh old books that balonged
to his now-grown children before
Foing Li hed

Looking back he zaid, he newer
imagined the organizalion would
grow s maich as b as.

“The tdeas that you have”
Mazor salbd “thet msy sfarl in &

RN DARIEKLS

Second-graders Rose Cole-Cohen and Jordan Kohr of the
Lander Grinspoon Academy explain their class project, which
was selling handmade cards to raise money to donate to a local
family shelber and to Bed Cross disaster relief. Teacher Tamar
Fields, left, holds the microphone for Rose.

small way, have the potential o
change the world.”

fabbi Yechiae! Lapder of
Northampton, who, ang with
Harold Grinspooa, the seheol hoa-
ored with its new name, attended
the assembly

Whan asked what he lilked best
about the program, he said “the
children,”

“But to see them undersiand
the whole concept of Tikkun Olarm
makez me feel that our school k=
achieving its major purpoze.”



