Hanukkah ofters time for fun, refiection

By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer

NORTHAMPTON — A 10-year-old boy
dregsed a8 an ancient Jew couldn't wait
to kick & Greek soldber during a battle
seene at the Lander-Grinspoon Acece-
my's annual Hanukkah eelebration,

“I get to kick a kicking bag,” said Ilan
Berkman, a fifth-grader from Amberst
wha last Friday played Juda Mattath-

ias in the Hanukkah play, an eight-page
seript that gives an overview of the his-
tory of Hamuakkah

The play is modified a Litbe each
vear, sakd Deborah Bromberg Seltzer,
the event’s eoordinator, and this year
smmwm the hattle seene together
Tin-foiled swords were plentiful,

“The kids take a lot of cwnership
wilh if," zaid Bromberg Seltzer. "It wes
much more about them enjoying twem-
galves,”

Mearly 200 teachers, friends and fam-
iy came oyl to gee the acedemy’s 84
students celebrate Hanukkah on Fri-
day, the third day of Hanukksh, which
is an eight-day festival of lights. Ha-
nukkah this year runs from Dec. 5 o
Wednesday,

“Because it's so close o other holi-
days i gives us a chance to really feel
Jewizh and reinforces that we're differ-
ent — there's goond energy todey” she
said. "Hanukkah i5 just joviul and in
our house it brings a lot of =males. IV
sormething 1o ook forward to at the end
of the day"

Before the celebration began, Julia
Mozs, of Florence, arranged her video
camera on a triped to record her 10-
year-obd daughter, Eliza Moss-Horwits,
play Antiochus, the Greek leader of the
Epiphanes.

“Bhe's an aspiring actress” RMoss
said "1ts a big deal for er"™

The crowd hushed as Bromberg Sell-
zer weleomed therm,

“Hanukkah is not one of the major
Jewish holidays," she said, “It's actu-
ally not mentioned at all in the Bibie ™

Others, like Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, are more colebrated,

Part of the production involved a re-
telling of the story of the Maceabess in

the village of Modin rebelling against
King Antiochus, of the Greek Empire
Antiochus wanted the Maccabeas Lo
follow Greek practices, which went
against the Jewish way of life. Onee his
armies reached Modiin, the Maccabees
defended themsealves,

“Hanukkah iz an opportunity for chil-
dren to reconnect to an ancient heri-
tage," Justin Cammy, of Florence, said
after the celebration.

“Tt'z one of the most American holi-
days because s aboul eedom and
how minorities resist bransgy and ex-
press thelr own dignity both culturally

anid religioushe”

Menoreh candies were lit and the
Shalom Aleichem song was sung.

“Hanukkah i= focused on the light
which most winter holidays tend to be
focused on,” said Bromberg Selizer

Foliowing the celebration, a few par-
ents and children answered questins
about how they celebrate Hanukkeh,

Emily Wainberg, a kindergartner,
and Victoria Wainberg, & first grader,
said they recile prayers, light thelr me-
norah and send e-mails to their grand-
parents

For Marta Lev, attending with her
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Ann Armon, Hebrew and Judaic teacher at the Lander-Grinspoon Acadeny’s Hanukkah program, lights
candles for Hanukkah while kindergarten and first grade students watch.

children Ariana Ley, a Eindergartenet,
and Sarmmy Ley, a sixth-grader, Hanuk-
kah is & celebration of liberation for all
people, and also an opporiunity to leam
more about their heritage,

Sammy Lev said he liked the perfor-
mance this year "We learn a litle it
minre every year”

Maria Lev added, “Ewvery vear in
terms of history and reii?un I zee how
the foundation iz belng 1add and by sixth
grade they have a solid understanding
of Judadsm,”

Catherine Baum can be resched at
chawmii gazettenct.com



