Art enlivens language lessons for second-graders

By MACHKENZIE ISSLER
HORTHAMPTON —
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Livia Shelasky, a |

second-grader at  Lander-Grinspoon [0

Academy on Frospect Street, held up a

i f paper she just cut out, excited
about what she had made.

s o person, one student said.

Nope. It is an orange snowman, she
said. She smiled, and glued the ploce
onto her Matisse-ingpired collage,

The project is part of & new arts cur-
cictdum being uzed by teacher Ryan
Pickard, who is incorporating lessons
aboul 20 famous arctists inte her lan-
pusge arts studias thiz month and next,
Lander-Grinspoon,, former called the
solomon Schecter Day School, is & pri-
vate, Jewish elementary school.

Students learn about the artizts’ lives
through books read aloud bo them. They
slzo discuss art elements, such as ImP
cobor and texture, as well as Jl:lﬂnL'E:r:ng
subject matter, emnotions, ideas and sty-
listic cholces in the artists” work, After
a thorough lesson and diseussion, stu-
dents express what they have learned
thiough a ha 1 apl project inspired
by the artist's style,

"We don't have arl classes heve, so it
154 ];urprtr*ufu] effort to put as much art
in the classroom as possible,” Plokard
said,

Pickard studied art history at Wil-
liams College, and hias hhnughthr-r bove
of art Lo her elassroom. “We try to gut it
in the curriculum &8 much a8 possible,
bt I like to get it in even more,” she
said,

Dn Thursday, as students filed bnle
Pickard's elassroom for their first class
of the day, they each went to a bookshelf
to plek out books aboul vacious ariists,
Huddled on the carpet, two second-
praders discussed Andy Warkel, and
another sifted through the shelf trying
to find her favorite arctist,

The students confinned thelr disous-
siom om Matisse, and finished the lesson
with an art project in which they "drew
with seissors.™

Using Matizse's collages ag inspira-
thon, sludents created thelr own collag-
a5 using varions colors of construction
paper and glue.,

Livia Shelasky sabd she really enjoys
working with bright colors, 5o she liked
using all the bright-colored papers in
the Motisse project.

Fickard said she brings art into the
her classroom ol to just stress ereativ-
iy, bt alzo Lo push the children to think
critically, use their imaginations and
i, 1L also builds charaeter

take r]m
sha gaid,
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Students Jordan Kubr, 7, of Haydenville, Livia She]asﬁ.l. 7, of East Longmeadow, and Mayva Staples, 7, of

Northampton, choose paper for a project that is part

a unit on Matisse being taught by Ryan Pickard, the

second-grade teacher at Lander-Grinspoon Academy,

“We don't have art classes here,
g0 it is a purposeful effort 1o
put as much art in the
classroom as possible”
Ryan Pickard, reacher af
Ll.ridrr-l‘"'ﬂmpmm 414.«‘4 Y

“Artists show weu that dilferent is

good,” said Fickard

Stodents not only discuss the ar-
tistic elements of the artwork, but
alze go into detail about the histors,
comparing and contrasting art move-
ments, While discussing Matizse, the
studenis mede comparisens bebwaen
hil;l and other artistz they have stud-
f =8

They have already discussed Impres-
siomism and the Renaissance, “1 liks
Iearning aboul artists because both of
my parents are artists,” said Ezra MNor-
rig, one of the students in the Pickand's
second-grade class.

O this morning, the r.i'udmts wiorked
togoether, sharing thelr ideas aboul the
project,

“We can belp each ofher with other
ideas," said Hose Cole-Cohen, after a
classmate pointed out that trisngles
would be a greal additien to ber eol
lape

When asked why they fell art was 50
important, students offered an array of
answers. “It gets your brain going," sgid
Cole-Coben. Others really enjoyed hav-
ing a break from other schoolwork,

Wou gel free tme off from just work-
ing hard ™ said Maya Staples.

"I|It' students also learned about Ja-
eob Lawrence, a 20th-century African-
American painters, in celebration of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. Lawrence
often porirayed important pericds of
African-American history in his art-
wWiork,

Pickard said she will nest Introduce ST
the works of Leonardo da Vinel, Geor- b o
gla O Keefie, and Jackson Pollock to her  Teacher Ryan Pickard works witk
class in the coming waeks, student Maya Staples. .
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